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Biographies of Authors 

Marie-Theres Albert (Germany) is a retired professor and former Chairholder of the Chair 
Intercultural Studies and the UNESCO Chair in Heritage Studies at the Brandenburg Technical 
University Cottbus-Senftenberg where she co-initiated and presided the “World Heritage Studies 
Master Program” (1999-2010) and founded the PhD Program Heritage Studies (2010). In 2014, she 
founded the Institute Heritage Studies (IHS) at the International Academy Berlin (INA) gGmbH. In the 
context of the IHS, she developed a new paradigmatic approach to heritage studies together with her 
former students. It interprets our heritage in the interest of human development. Since then, she has 
successfully implemented it in many international projects. 

Esteban Avigliano (Argentina), PhD in Biology and a postdoc degree in Biological Sciences from the 
University of Buenos Aires. Graduate teacher in Water Quality and Fisheries. Researcher at National 
Science and Technology Council (CONICET) and is the actual Director of the "CIAR" biological center 
in Misiones province Argentina. He has published more than 60 scientific research articles and books. 
He is actually leading on field projects the NGO Argentinean Native Forest for Biodiversity. 

Juan Carlos Barientos (Honduras), born in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Specialised in International Law at 
the Central American Technological University, with a Master in World Heritage Studies from the 
Brandenburg University of Technology in Cottbus, Germany and did a post-graduate course on 
International Nature Conservation at the Intl. Academy for Nature Conservation. Was legal-intern at 
IUCN Environmental Law Centre in Bonn, Germany. Contributed to the publication “Heritage 
Conservation and Ideologies - a reader” (2017 chair of Monument Conservation of BTU). Worked 
with International Cultural Youth Exchange Programme in Honduras, Germany and Austria. Currently 
part of European Heritage Volunteers’ staff as Coordinator of Educational Volunteering Programmes 
in Weimar, Germany. 

Kristen Barrett-Casey (United Kingdom) is an MSc Built Environment: Sustainable Heritage student 
at the Institute for Sustainable Heritage, University College London. She is currently conducting 
research for the Council of Europe’s European Routes of Industrial Heritage on the future of 
management at industrial heritage sites across Europe, and is interested in heritage management, 
heritage values and public engagement generally. Her previous and on-going research focuses on 
post-conflict heritage management and sustainability in the NEMA region, the politics of the past, 
and the looting and trafficking of cultural property. Her most recent publication is ‘Is World Heritage 
Politically Sustainable?’ in the forthcoming Handbook for Sustainable Heritage. 

Lia Bassa (Hungary) graduated as English/French teacher for linguistics and literature 1978, Ph.D. in 
English literature 1982. Assistant professor TUB, establishing a postgraduate course for technical 
interpretation being a professional consecutive and simultaneous interpreter all through her career. 
Senior consultant of Hungarian National Committee of UNESCO World Heritage (2000-2004). 
Assistant professor TUB, Department of Information and Knowledge Management (2004-2007). 
Managing Director of the Foundation for Information Society, researcher of UNESCO World Heritage 
Information Management Research Centre (2005-). Author of numerous heritage-related articles. 
Invited lecturer of culture, heritage and communication, responsible for World Heritage MA 
education at the Budapest Metropolitan University (2010-). 
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Akeem O. Bello (Nigeria) holds a Master in Peace and Security Studies from Ekiti State University, 
Nigeria. He lectures at the department of Political Science, Bamidele University of Education, Science 
and Technology, Ikere-Ekiti, Nigeria. He is presently a research associate with the ICITD at Southern 
University, Baton Rouge and a visiting research scholar with the ICITD, East Carolina University, 
Greenville, North Carolina. He researches on terrorism, urban violence, Security governance and the 
Security of cultural heritages. He has published in journals and contributed to book chapters. His 
doctoral research is on the security of cultural heritage during violent conflicts. 

Antonio Benavides Castillo (Mexico), Dr., is a graduate of the National School of Anthropology and 
History has been with the National Institute of Anthropology and History, doing research, excavations 
and architectural restoration in various Maya sites of the Yucatan peninsula. He has large experience 
working on Mayan cities in Quintana Roo, Yucatan and Campeche. In recent years he has directed 
research and architectural conservation work at Jaina and Edzna. He supervises a maintenance 
program for the conservation of a large number of heritage buildings in sites not open to the public, 
in the State of Campeche. 

Roland Bernecker (Germany) is Visiting Professor for the Chair of Cultural Management at 
Brandenburg University of Technology. He was Secretary-General of the German Commission for 
UNESCO (2004-2019). He took part in the negotiations of the legal instruments of UNESCO for the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003) and the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005) and was Member 
of the Panel for the European Heritage Label (2013-2017). From 2002 to 2004 he worked in the 
German Federal Foreign Office in Berlin. Previously, he was Director of the French-German Cultural 
Institute in Nantes, France, and Lecturer at the University of Nantes. 

Sushma Bhatta (Nepal) is a Nepal-based lead researcher and photographer for ‘Dignity Without 
Danger’ a project led by Liverpool John Moore University and research coordinator for the MyGHTi 
social impact surveys. She is also a blogger focusing on the day to day lives of people throughout the 
country. Fluent in 5 languages she has a background as a translator for the Carter Centre during 
Nepal’s 2013 Constitutional Elections, and remote area social work and agricultural development. 

Robin Boustead (UK) is a consultant on sustainable agriculture and tourism development. He 
currently works on a range of projects in Nepal and Bhutan for The Netherlands Government and the 
European Centre of Eco and Agro Tourism, he is also a certified sustainability auditor for Travelife 
and founder of the Great Himalaya Trail. Recent publications: Assessment of the Social Impacts of 
Community Based Tourism (2021), Reframing the Sustainable Tourism Paradox (2020), Nepal 
Trekking & the Great Himalaya Trail (2020, 3rd edition), topographic map series of Nepal Himalaya 
(2019, 3rd edition) and Pictorial Guide to the Great Himalaya Trail (2019, 2nd edition). 

Christina Cameron (Canada) held the Canada Research Chair in Built Heritage at the University of 
Montreal from 2005 to 2019 where she directed a research program on heritage conservation. She 
previously served as a heritage executive with Parks Canada for more than thirty-five years. She has 
worked with the World Heritage Convention since 1987, chairing the Committee in 1990 and 2008 
and co-authoring Many Voices, One Vision: The Early Years of the World Heritage Convention (2013). 
She is a founding member of OurWorldHeritage. 

Caroline Capdepon de Bigu-Poirrier (France) is a Master's student in World Heritage Studies and 
Cultural Heritage at Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg in Germany. She 
passed her undergraduate degree in Art History and Archaeology at the School of the Louvre, in 
France. She recently participated in research for a BTU study project on civil society, global 
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governance, and the making of heritage policy. She is currently writing her Master thesis on a critical 
approach of French gastronomy and of the ICH nomination of the French gastronomic meal.   Her 
main interests include intangible heritage, communities support and cultural diversity. 

Claire Cave (Ireland) is a lecturer and coordinator of the World Heritage Management programme at 
University College Dublin (UCD). Dr Cave holds a Ph.D. in Zoology from UCD with a focus on 
conservation biology. Her work centres on protected area management in view of globalization and 
sustainable development. Her most recent project ‘Building futures: Irish/ Kenyan collaboration’ 
involves a UCD multidisciplinary team working with Samburu tribe members from Kenya to respond 
together on issues of sustainability, climate change, environmental degradation and water scarcity. 
Claire co-authored the book ‘World Heritage Conservation: The World Heritage Convention linking 
culture and nature for sustainable development’. 

Boyoon Choi (Korea) is a Master’s student in World Heritage Studies at Brandenburg University of 
Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg. She obtained a Bacheolor’s degree in Tourism Management and is 
currently leading the Korean culture community ‘Sopung’ in Germany which was founded as part of 
the Hallyu Com-on project funded by KOFICE. Boyoon has research experience for a BTU study 
project on tourism marketing for world heritage sites, the World Monuments Watch program, and 
the making of cultural policy. She is working on her master thesis regarding the impact of normative 
instruments on the safeguarding of traditional ecological knowledge at the national level. 

Cathy Daly (UK) is a Senior Lecturer in Conservation at the University of Lincoln UK. Cathy is an 
archaeological conservator and holds an MA in World Heritage Studies from BTU Cottbus. Cathy’s 
research focusses on climate change and cultural heritage. She is a bureau member of the ICOMOS 
International Working Group on Climate Change and co-lead of working group 4 of the Climate 
Heritage Network. Cathy was amongst the expert group that advised the World Heritage Centre on 
revising the 2007 policy (Vilm workshop 2017) and member of the ICOMOS WG that provided 
comments on the 2021 policy draft.www.drcathydaly.com 

Philippe De Maeyer (Belgium), Dr., is emeritus senior full professor in cartography and GIS; he was 
from 2008 till 2020 the chair of the Department of Geography. Currently he is full member of the 
Royal Academy of Overseas Sciences (RAOS) and since January 2021 the Permanent Secretary of the 
RAOS. He is vice-president of the International Cartographic Association. He is involved among others 
in research on the history of cartography and map making and the use of GIS in historical (map) 
studies; the use of GIS and remote sensing in archaeology (Silk Road in Xinjiang, (China), Campeche 
(Mexico)). 

Zeina Elcheikh (French-born German-Syrian) holds a M.Sc. in Integrated Urbanism and Sustainable 
Design (IUSD) from the University of Stuttgart. She worked with the German International 
Cooperation (GIZ) in Syria. Her research interests include community development, heritage 
interpretation and museum education, fields in which she has published and worked in Germany, 
Syria and Egypt. Zeina Elcheikh is the author of the book Die Moschee: Architektur zwischen 
Geistlichem und Weltlichem (Neulingen, J.S. Klotz Verlaghaus 2020). 

Yonca Erkan (Turkey) is the UNESCO Chair on the Management and Promotion of World Heritage 
Sites: New Media and Community Involvement (since 2015) and PhD Coordinator of the Graduate 
Program on the Conservation of Cultural Heritage at Kadir Has University, Istanbul. In 2018, she 
worked as senior consultant at the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, as the HUL/World Heritage Cities 
Programme Coordinator. Currenty, she is coordinating the research project Horizon2020 Marie-
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Sklodowska Curie - RISE Project titled "Sustainable Management of Industrial Heritage as a Resource 
for Urban Development" (2021-2025). She is a jury member of European Union Cultural Heritage – 
EUROPA NOSTRA Awards since 2015. 

Irene Fogarty (Ireland) is a PhD candidate at University College Dublin. Previously, she worked for 
The Irish Times DAC as Research Executive and chaired the International Newsmedia Association’s 
media research expert group. Her doctoral work focuses on co-management of Canada’s current and 
tentative World Heritage sites by Indigenous peoples and State/provincial authorities. She hopes her 
work will impact heritage conservation, highlighting the urgency of Indigenous-led, equitable, rights-
based approaches. 

Kalliopi Fouseki (Greece/United Kingdom) is a Professor in Sustainable Heritage Management at the 
UCL Institute for Sustainable Heritage. She has worked previously in museums in positions focusing 
on participation and social inclusion. Her research interests lie in sustainable transformations of 
historic urban areas with particular emphasis on understanding the complex dynamics of historic 
cities and the ways in which heritage can be a catalyst for sustainable development goals. Currently, 
she is involved in the JPI - JPHE research project, CURBATHERI-DEEP CITIES which focuses on curating 
urban transformation through heritage (www.deepcities.eu). 

Nicole Franceschini (Italy) is an Italian heritage practitioner with a background in archaeology and 
World Heritage Studies. Between 2016 and 2021, she worked at the Heritage Management Unit of 
the Chair of Cultural Management at BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg. She is currently working as online 
activities and networking coordinator for the ICCROM-IUCN World Heritage Leadership programme 
and she is pursuing her doctoral degree. 

Constanze Fuhrmann (Germany), MA, MSc, heads the Unit “Environment and Cultural Heritage” at 
the German Federal Environmental Foundation (DBU) where she promotes innovative projects on 
topics such as climate change and sustainability in the field of cultural heritage. Prior to this she 
worked in different heritage-related roles, e.g. at the Fraunhofer Institute for Computer Graphics 
Research IGD (Competence Center for Cultural Heritage Digitization) and the Fraunhofer Office in 
Brussels. She is trained as a conservator and has a M.A. in Art History, Cultural Studies and History 
from Technical University and Humboldt-University Berlin as well as a MSc. in Sustainable Heritage 
from University College London. 

Claudia Grünberg (Germany) holds a Bachelor in Cultural Studies (Europa Universität Viadrina, 
Frankfurt Oder) and a Master in World Heritage Studies (BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg). Already in her 
master’s thesis, she dealt with the potential of UNESCO World Heritage for education and 
implemented various World Heritage projects at UNESCO Associated Project Schools. Since 2017 she 
is research associate at the Institute Heritage Studies and developed and implemented World 
Heritage education projects, like „Our World Heritage: The mining cultural landscape 
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří“. Her focus is curriculum development and implementation of World Heritage 
in school education. 

Christer Gustafsson (Sweden), Ph.D., is full-time Professor in Conservation at Uppsala University, 
Sweden. He has a long international experience e.g. in connection with EU, UNESCO, OECD, EIT, as 
well as national, regional and local authorities. He is member of ICOMOS Scientific Council and 
Advisory Committee as well as Secretary-General for International Scientific Committee on 
Economics of Conservation. His trans-disciplinary research is focusing on boundary-spanning 
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challenges and opportunities for cultural heritage as a driver for heritage-led 
social/sustainable/innovation-driven regional/urban development. 

Friederike Hansell (Germany) completed the international master's programme World Heritage 
Studies at BTU Cottbus. Since 2010, she has been as research assistant responsible for the 
transboundary World Heritage nomination Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region at the Institute of 
Industrial Archaeology, History of Science and Technology at the Technical University Bergakademie 
Freiberg. In addition, Ms. Hansell has been the focal point for World Heritage in Saxony since 2015. 
Since 2020, she is the World Heritage Desk Officer at the Saxon State Office for the Conservation of 
Monuments. Ms. Hansell is member of the ICOMOS Germany and the German TICCIH National 
Committee. 

Mario Hernandez (Mexico), Dr., has long professional career working in satellite remote sensing. At 
UNESCO he implemented the European Space Agency and UNESCO “Open Initiative on the use of 
space technologies to support World Heritage sites”.  His current activities are related with assisting 
heritage managers on the use of applied geomatics and mentor for Earth Observation projects. He is 
Regional Representative for Latin America of the International Society for Photogrammetry and 
Remote Sensing (ISPRS), and co-chair of the European Association of Remote Sensing Laboratories 
(EARSeL) group on EO for Natural and Cultural Heritage.   

Lorika Hisari (Republic of Kosovo) is a PhD researcher at the UCL Institute for Sustainable Heritage. 
She has a background in architecture and is experienced in post-war reconstruction and built 
heritage conservation. Her research interests lie in urban heritage and area-based conservation with 
focus on socio-political dynamics in historic urban environments in conflict and post-conflict 
contexts. Her recent publication is ‘Post-War Cultural Heritage Preservation in Kosovo: Rethinking 
the Implementation of Ahtisaari Plan Annex V’ in the Special Issue of Heritage - Urban Heritage 
Management in Conflict and Post-Conflict Contexts for Inclusive, Resilient, and Sustainable Recovery. 

Valasia Iakovoglou (Greece) is the Director of Ecotourism Sector of the UNESCO chair “Conservation 
and Ecotourism in riparian and deltaic ecosystems, Con-E-Ect” and has more than 25-yrs of 
international research/teaching experience as an expert in restoration/conservation of Ecosystems 
with emphasis on biodiversity under climate change challenges. She has received numerous 
scholarships, awards and recognitions. She is an editor/reviewer in more than fifteen international 
journals with more than 100 publications in books/book chapters and peer-reviewed papers. She is 
also a Board Member of the “Association of Inter-Balkan Woman’s Cooperation Societies (AIWCS)” 
and active in many scientific societies such as the MedECC. 

Mariko Ikeda (Japan), DSc, is a Japanese human geographer and an assistant professor at the faculty 
of Art and Design at the University of Tsukuba, Japan. Her research focuses on the cultural and social 
dimensions within multi-dimensional urban transformation processes and is based on long-term 
fixed-place observations and theoretical and empirical research on Berlin's inner-city districts, 
exemplifying the role of culture and/or artists in urban development. In recent years, with an 
awareness of the potential role of geographies, she leads the discussions of the intangible role of 
tangible in order to construct global urban heritage studies. 

Zachary M. Jones (USA) is a research fellow at the Politecnico di Milano, where he completed his 
PhD in urban planning, design, and planning. His teaching and research activities span architectural 
and urban design, planning, heritage studies, mega-event planning, and cultural policy. His recent 
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book Cultural Mega-Events: Opportunities and Risks for Heritage Cities is part of the Routledge 
Research in Planning and Urban Design Series. 

Michael Kloos (Germany), Prof. Dr., studied architecture and urban planning at Karlsruhe University, 
Germany. He focuses his work on the interface between preservation and sustainable development 
of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Since 2003 he was scientific assistant at RWTH Aachen University, 
Germany, where he co-established the UNESCO Chair in World Cultural and Urban Landscapes in 
2012 and obtained his doctors degree in engineering sciences with distinction in 2014.  Since 2016 
Michael holds the professorship for Preservation and Sustainable Development of Cultural and 
Historic Urban Landscapes at RheinMain University of Applied Sciences, Wiesbaden, Germany and he 
runs his office michael kloos planning and heritage consultancy in Aachen, Germany. 

Maritta Koch-Weser (Germany) is anthropologist, environmentalist, and social entrepreneur. She 
has spent her professional life in international development, including in managerial positions at the 
World Bank in Washington, D.C., for some 20 years, and subsequently as Director-General of IUCN – 
the World Conservation Union. She is Founder and President of Earth3000, a non-profit organization 
that supports strategic innovations in governance for environment and development, and she 
coordinates the « Amazonia em Transformação » program at the Institute for Advanced Studies at 
Sao Paulo University, Brazil. In 2015 she co-founded and became President of World Heritage Watch 
– an international civil society network for the protection of UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Elisabeth Korinth (Germany) is the Vice President of Blue Shield Germany and curator of the 
Interactive Heritage Map of Syria, a virtual community project affiliated to the Museum for Islamic 
Art and the Syrian Heritage Archive in Berlin, that focuses on the development of participatory 
approaches and digital tools for the documentation of intangible heritage under threat. Elisabeth 
Korinth studied Near and Middle Eastern Studies with a focus on Assyriology and Arabic Studies (BA) 
and holds a Master’s degree in World Heritage Studies. 

Jan Küver (Germany/Tanzania) is an Anthropologist and Heritage Practitioner holding an MA in 
Sociology and Ethnology from the University of Goettingen and a PhD in Heritage Studies from the 
BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg in Germany. Since 2007 he serves as a lecturer and administrator at the 
University of Iringa, Tanzania. He is also the Director of fahari yetu Tanzania, an NGO implementing 
applied culture and heritage conservation projects in the country. Jan’s project work served as case 
study for his PhD research which investigates the link between cultural heritage and community 
development and seeks to refine ethnographic approaches to heritage studies. 

Claudia Lozano (Argentina), Licenciada in Sociology, University of Buenos Aires (1989); PhD in 
Philosophy specialising in Latin American Studies, University of Berlin (1999); Postdoctoral Fellow of 
CONICET (2000-2003), Research and Teaching Fellow of the Equal Chances for Women Program, 
Humboldt University of Berlin (2004-2007); Lecturer at the Latin American Institute of the Free 
University of Berlin (2004- 2015); Independent researcher at the Social and Cultural Theory 
Psychoanalysis Program, German Psychoanalytic Association, Berlin Psychoanalytic Institute, Karl-
Abraham-Institute (2014-2018). Scientific Consultant, Violence Prevention Network (since 2018). 
Topics of interest include sociocultural theories, research methods applied to women's history and 
Andean ethnography. 

Kurt Luger (Austria) is a professor of Transcultural Communication and holder of the UNESCO Chair 
"Cultural Heritage and Tourism" at the Department of Communication Studies at the University of 
Salzburg, Austria. He is also chairman of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Tourism Research and of 
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EcoHimal, Society for Cooperation Alps-Himalaya. Recent publications: World Heritage, Place Making 
and Sustainable Tourism (2021, ed. with M. Ripp); MediaCultureTourism (2018); Alpine Travels (2017, 
ed. with F. Rest); Tourism and Mobile Leisure (2015, ed. with R. Egger); Culture, Tourism and 
Development in the Himalayas (2014); Cultural Heritage and Tourism (2014, ed. with K. Wöhler). 

Fergus T. Maclaren (Canada) is a Canadian destination planning and management professional with 
25 years of international experience, currently focusing on World Heritage sites and tourism-related 
facets of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. He has taught sustainable tourism at McGill 
University and lectured on cultural heritage management at post-secondary institutions 
internationally. He serves as President of the ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Committee and 
as Senior Advisor to Augtraveler. He also works in an Expert capacity for UNESCO, UNWTO, the 
Organization of World Heritage Cities, the World Monuments Fund, and the Heritage and Cultural 
Society of Africa. 

Pankaj Manchanda (India) is the Founder of Augtraveler, an inter-disciplinary Start-up working in the 
Heritage and Culture Travel space. The project builds on AR and Geolocation to interpret and 
enhance visitor experiences at UNESCO World Heritage Sites and Museum spaces. He has over 24 
years of proven experience in the Education Technology domain and has built global businesses and 
partner ecosystems across US, Europe, and Asia. He is also a member of the ICOMOS SDG working 
group and an expert member in the ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Committee. 

William Megarry (Ireland), Dr., is a Senior Lecturer in Archaeology in the School of Natural and Built 
Environment, Queen’s University Belfast. His research explores the intersections between cultural 
heritage and climate change and he is a bureau member of the ICOMOS Working Group on Climate 
Change and Heritage and was a lead author on the Future of our Pasts report. He is Principal 
Investigator on the CVI Africa Project and was the ICOMOS Project Lead on the Heritage on the Edge 
project, exploring the impacts and resilience of climate change at five World Heritage properties. 

Lynn Meskell (Australia) is Penn Integrates Knowledge Professor at the University of Pennsylvania. 
She is Richard D. Green Professor of Anthropology in the School of Arts and Sciences, Professor in 
Historic Preservation at the Weitzman School of Design, and curator in Middle East and Asia sections 
at Penn Museum. She serves as AD White Professor-at-Large at Cornell University. She holds 
Honorary Professorships in the UK, India, and South Africa. Her most recent award-winning book A 
Future in Ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the Dream of Peace reveals UNESCO’s early forays into 
a one-world archaeology and its later commitments to global heritage. 

Webber Ndoro (South Africa) is the Director-General of ICCROM. Before joining ICCROM in January 
2018, he was the Director of the African World Heritage Fund, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
He is also Associate Professor at the University of Cape Town. He was Project Manager at ICCROM in 
Rome where he worked on the Africa 2009 programme from 2000 to 2007. He worked at Great 
Zimbabwe as the site manager. His recent books and edited collections include Great Zimbabwe: 
Your Monument our Shrine (2000), Cultural Heritage and the Law: Protecting Immovable Heritage in 
sub-Saharan Africa (2009), The Archaeological Heritage of Africa (2014) and Managing Heritage in 
Africa: Who Cares? (2017). 

Roger Negredo Fernández (Spain) is an emerging (World) Heritage Practitioner with a background in 
International Relations, Geopolitics and Diplomacy -- and his two main areas of work are heritage 
management and cultural policy. After working in UNESCO-Beirut on the “Emergency Safeguarding of 
the Syrian Cultural Heritage Project”, he focused his research on heritage destruction by non-state 
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armed groups. Now in BTU, he’s focusing on politicization of the World Heritage processes, mainly 
during the Committee listing procedures -- while working for the Institute for Heritage Management 
on several nomination dossiers worldwide. He’s actively involved in several civil society platforms, 
such as ESACH and ICOMOS-Spain. 

Azeez Olaniyan (Nigeria) is a professor of political science at the Federal University, Oye Ekiti. He is 
also the director of Advancement of the university. His research interests revolve around issues 
related to peace and conflict, security, and governance. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban South Africa. He is also a fellow of Rachel Carson Center for 
Environment and Society, Munich Germany, African Peacebuilding Network and the African 
Humanities Program. He has attended several conferences and his articles have appeared in number 
of reputable local and international outlets. 

Anca Claudia Prodan (Germany/Romania), Ph.D., is a research consultant at the Institute Heritage 
Studies, Berlin and guest lecturer at the Latvian Academy of Culture, Riga, where she helped establish 
a master’s programme in Cultural Heritage Governance and Communication. She holds degrees in 
Philosophy-Anthropology and (World) Heritage Studies, and she initiated academic research on the 
UNESCO Memory of the World Programme. She is corresponding member of the Sub-Committee on 
Education and Research of the MoW Programme; a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the 
Heritage Studies Series; the Association of Critical Heritage Studies; and the International Association 
of World Heritage Professionals. 

Birgitta Ringbeck (Germany) graduated in History of Art, Archaeology and Ethnology in Münster, 
Rom und Bonn. She is Head of the World Heritage coordinating body in the Federal Foreign Office of 
Germany. She is also the cultural expert in the German Delegation to UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee; a member of the World Heritage Committee; the Council of ICCROM; German 
Commission for UNESCO; German World Heritage Foundation, ICOMOS; ICOM. She lectures on 
World Heritage and World Heritage Management and has published on architecture history, 
monument conservation and the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. 

Matthias Ripp (Germany), Ph.D., historical geographer, is coordinating the “Old Town of Regensburg 
with Stadtamhof” site. He specializes in integrated heritage management, heritage communication, 
governance and resilience of urban heritage and is chairing the German Association of World 
Heritage Cities. He is also an appointed member of the European Heritage Panel and the Regional 
Coordinator for Northwest Europe and North-America in the Organization of Heritage Cities (OWHC). 
He very much enjoys teaching at the University of Regensburg and the Ostbayerische Technische 
Hochschule Regensburg. 

Dennis Rodwell (Scotland) is consultant architect-planner and independent researcher, based in 
Scotland, United Kingdom, works internationally in the field of cultural heritage and sustainable 
urban development focused on the promotion and achievement of best practice in the management 
of the broadly defined historic environment. Previously a principal in private architectural practice, 
he has also served in local government posts as architect, conservation officer, urban designer, 
principal planner and project manager. He writes and publishes widely on the theme of conservation 
and sustainability in historic cities. For further information see http://www.dennisrodwell.co.uk.  

Michael Rohde (Germany), Prof. Dr., is Gardens Director of the Prussian Palaces and Gardens 
Foundation Berlin-Brandenburg (SPSG) since 2004 and honorary professor for garden history and 
garden monument preservation at the TU Berlin (ILaUP). He is a member of specialist societies/ 
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advisory boards, including the German National Committee of ICOMOS (since 2006), as an Advisory 
Member of ICOMOS-IFLA International Scientific Committee on Cultural Landscapes (ISCCL), and of 
the Dessau Wörlitz Cultural Foundation (since 2018 as founding member and Chairman). He also held 
teaching and research positions and he is specialized is landscape architecture. Last Publication 
(Eds.): Historic Gardens and Society (2020). 

Isabelle Rupp (Austria/USA) is a dual degree Master’s student in World Heritage Studies and Cultural 
Heritage at Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg in Germany and Deakin 
University in Australia. She is originally Austrian-America but grew up abroad in various countries and 
holds an undergraduate degree in Anthropology and Classics. Isabelle recently completed research 
for a BTU study project on civil society, global governance, and the making of heritage policy. She is 
currently working on her Master thesis dealing with museum exhibitionary practices and 
decolonization. Her other research interests include heritage interpretation, the history of heritage-
making, and contested heritage. 

Nahuel Schenone (Argentina), Dr., is the executive project director of the NGO Argentinean Native 
Forest for Biodiversity. Has a PhD in Biology and a postdoc degree in environmental science from the 
University of Buenos Aires. His research field is social environmental issues and sustainable 
development, publishing more than 20 research articles. Is the editor in chief of the national 
magazine BIODIVERSITY. His work includes the coordination of UNDP-GEF projects in Argentina, 
National and Sub-National government senior consultant and Water Management consultant at 
national levels. 

Friedrich Schipper (Austria) is an archaeologist and deals amongst others with the cultural history of 
the Near East, cultural property protection, illicit trafficking in cultural property, and civil–military 
cooperation. He is the chairperson of the Competence Centre for Cultural Property Protection at the 
University of Vienna. He is serving as cultural property protection expert officer at the Austrian 
Peacekeeper Association as wells as at the Theresian Military Academy of the Austrian Armed Forces. 
Schipper is CEO of the Austrian National Committee of the Blue Shield, the UNESCO-affiliated NGO 
network for the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict. 

Eike Tobias Schmedt (Germany) received his Bachelor in Cultural Anthropology and Philosophy from 
the University of Kiel. He joined the World Heritage Studies program at BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg and 
graduated with his Master’s degree in 2014. After recognizing the increasing politicization of World 
Heritage during his studies, he joined the Global Governance and Human Security program at the 
University of Massachusetts Boston to develop his research on the underlying structures of the 
convention. He graduated with his PhD in 2021 after creating the World Heritage Site Index as a new 
tool of comparative heritage assessment. 

Thomas Schmitt (Germany) is Human geographer and has been researching, among others, on the 
governance of the World Heritage system, on the transformation of urban and cultural Heritage 
landscapes, on cultural policies, on the UNESCO concept of intangible heritage, on energy transitions, 
and on interreligious conflicts. Since 2020 he has been professor for Cultural Heritage at Heidelberg 
University/Germany. 

Sabine Baroness von Schorlemer (Germany), Prof. Dr. Dr., holds the Chair of International Law, Law 
of the EU and International Relations and the UNESCO Chair in International Relations, at Technische 
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