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Biographies of Reviewers 
 
Verena Aebischer  
Verena Aebischer was affiliated with the University Paris Ouest Nanterre la Défense as Associate Professor 
in Social Psychology and has been a guest lecturer in Germany, Switzerland, Italy, French Guyana, the US 
and China. Her work focuses on intergroup and intercultural relations and on social representations with 
a social constructionist backdrop. Her research interests and teaching spans a range of areas related to 
conflict management and gender equality. She studied in Basel, London, Geneva, and Paris, where she 
earned her Ph.D. at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales and has been the beneficiary of 
grants and awards from the European Union, Swiss National foundation, various French ministries, and 
the French-German Youth office.  
 
Renate Bornberg  
Renate Bornber, Dipl.-Ing. Dr. techn, was born in Vienna, Austria, and was a lecturer at several universities 
(University of Liverpool, Leibniz University Hannover, TU Darmstadt, MSA Münster, University of Vienna) 
and is currently lecturer at the TU Wien. She is editor of the interdisciplinary journal JCCS-A, and runs her 
own business on international urbanism (buTa). Her research focuses on comparative settlement 
structures in both vernacular, indigenous cultures, as well as the so-called “high cultures” or the 
international style architecture from around the world (currently: Balkans, Austria, Germany, India, Iran). 
She is particularly interested in the social implications that are embedded in the built environment. 
 
Christoph Brumann  
Christoph Brumann is head of Research Group at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle, 
and Honorary Professor of Anthropology at the University of Halle-Wittenberg. He is the author of The 
Best We Share: Nation, Culture and World-Making in the UNESCO World Heritage Arena (2021) and 
Tradition, Democracy and the Townscape of Kyoto: Claiming a Right to the Past (2012). He also co-edited 
Monks, Money, and Morality: The Balancing Act of Contemporary Buddhism (2021) and World Heritage on 
the Ground: Ethnographic Perspectives (2016). 
 
Christina Cameron 
Christina Cameron (Professor Emeritus) held the Canada Research Chair in Built Heritage at the University 
of Montreal from 2005 to 2019 where she directed a research program on heritage conservation. She 
previously served as a heritage executive with Parks Canada for more than thirty-five years. She has 
worked with the World Heritage Convention since 1987, chairing the Committee in 1990 and 2008 and co-
authoring Many Voices, One Vision: The Early Years of the World Heritage Convention (2013). She is a 
founding member of OurWorldHeritage.  
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Claire Cave 
Claire Cave is a lecturer and coordinator of the World Heritage Management programme at University 
College Dublin (UCD). She holds a Ph.D. in Zoology from UCD with a focus on conservation biology. Her 
work centres on protected area management in view of globalization and sustainable development. Her 
most recent project ‘Building futures: Irish/ Kenyan collaboration’ involves a UCD multidisciplinary team 
working with Samburu tribe members from Kenya to respond together on issues of sustainability, climate 
change, environmental degradation and water scarcity. She co-authored the book World Heritage 
Conservation: The World Heritage Convention linking culture and nature for sustainable development. 
 
Annalisa Christie 
Annalisa Christie is an Assistant Professor in Cultural Heritage at University College Dublin (Ireland) where 
she coordinates the MSc in World Heritage Conservation online programme and co-coordinates the MSc 
in World Heritage Management and Conservation. Her research interests include interpretation, 
presentation and value of cultural heritage, African archaeology, maritime archaeology, and cowrie shell 
analysis. She is currently working with colleagues to examine the relationship between heritage values and 
sustainable development in the Mafia Archipelago, Tanzania. Before taking up her post at UCD, Dr Christie 
was a Senior Research Associate on the Leverhulme-funded, ‘Cowrie Shells: An Early Global Commodity’ 
project at the University of East Anglia. During this project, her focus was on analysing the cowrie 
assemblages, and conducting an anthropological assessment of Maldivian maritime practices.  
 
Magdalena Droste 
Magdalena Droste is former holder of the Chair for Art History at Brandenburg University of Technology 
Cottbus Senftenberg since 1997. She studied Art History and German Studies at the Rheinisch-Westfälische 
Technische Hochschule Aachen (RWTH Aachen) and the Philipps University of Marburg, completing her 
Ph.D. there in 1977. From 1980 to 1997 she was an academic assistant at the Bauhaus Archive in Berlin. 
Droste has authored and edited numerous publications on the subject of Bauhaus and the history of 19th 
and 20th century design. She is a distinguished expert in the field of the musealization of heritage and the 
restitution of art. 

 
Stephen Espiner  
Stephen Espiner, Dr. is an Associate Professor in parks, recreation and tourism at Lincoln University, New 
Zealand, where he co-leads the Department of Tourism, Sport and Society. He is the Director of the 
University’s Centre of Excellence - Sustainable Tourism for Regions, Landscapes and Communities. His 
teaching and research interests relate to the human dimensions of national parks and protected area 
management with a focus on outdoor recreation, nature-based tourism and associated conservation, 
community, and visitor management issues. 
 
Aitziber Egusquiza Ortega  
Aitziber Egusquiza Ortega is a senior researcher in TECNALIA, she graduated as an architect with 
postdoctoral degrees in Urban Management and Cultural Heritage and a PhD on decision making process 
for improving sustainability and livability of historic urban environments using multiscale information 
management. Coordinator of SHELTER (Sustainable Historic Environments Holistic Reconstruction through 



3 
 

Technological Enhancement & Community-based Resilience). Currently, she is the leader of the work 
package regarding “New governance, business and financing models for NB-oriented urban planning” in 
N4C project and the work package regarding “Conceptual and operational framework for heritage-led rural 
regeneration” in RURITAGE project. She is also the head of the project that established the sustainability 
standard for the Galapagos Islands. 
 
Karen Foley  
Karen Foley is Head of Landscape Architecture at University College Dublin (UCD), Ireland. Her research 
looks at developing landscape and seascape assessment methodologies as effective planning tools; 
analysing the vernacular Irish landscape by examining landscape preference and drivers of landscape 
change, and exploring scenario-based tools to engage with a range of stakeholders. She is a member of 
the Garden Advisory Group to Bord Bia, the Irish State agency responsible for promoting Irish food and 
horticulture.  

 
Sieglinde Gauer-Lietz  
Sieglinde Gauer-Lietz is an Educational Scientist with work experience as a consultant in aid projects in 
Africa and Asia, and on concepts of intercultural exchange, the implementation of ethno-pedagogical 
learning models with a focus on museums in India. She applied these international and intercultural 
experiences at the Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus at the Chair of Intercultural Studies 
where she was actively involved in the successful implementation of the World Heritage Studies program. 
In addition to her intercultural skills, her focus was on the evaluation of specialised texts on Heritage 
Studies. Since 2007, she has been working for Transparency International Germany in the field of state 
development cooperation. 
 
Placido Gonzalez Martinez  
Placido Gonzalez Martinez holds a Ph.D. in Architect and Urban Planner, and serves as Professor at the 
College of Architecture and Urban Planning at Tongji University in Shanghai, distinguished Professor of 
Shanghai Universities (Eastern Scholar, 东方学者). He is the Executive Editor of the journal Built Heritage, 
and Vice President of the Association of Critical Heritage Studies. He has researched extensively on 
architectural and urban heritage conservation and on modern architecture as heritage. His works include 
the book In Light of Hilberseimer (awarded 1st Prize for Research, 2018 Spanish Architecture Biennale) and 
articles in journals like Cities and International Journal of Heritage Studies. 
 
Jennifer Harris 
Dr Jennifer Harris is a Curtin University Adjunct Research Fellow who lectured at Curtin University in 
Western Australia on heritage and museology until she moved to the USA.  She is a long-time member of 
the International Council of Museums and is especially active on ICOFOM, the committee for museology. 
In addition to her ongoing academic work, Jennifer writes fiction that is inspired by a broad sense of the 
past in everyday, contemporary life. 
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Adam Kane  
Adam Kane has been a lecturer in ecology at University College Dublin since 2018. He has a background in 
zoology and science communication. He studied a range of species with a particular focus on scavengers 
and seabirds which involved fieldwork and engagement with a diversity of stakeholders. His current 
research focuses on animal movement and human-wildlife conflict. His recent work on media portrayals 
of wildlife recognises that conservation needs to focus on the human element to effect behavioural 
change. 
 
Ping Kong  
Ping Kong, Dr. is the founder of Heritage & Education gGmbH, devoted to synergetic development of World 
Heritage and Education for youth. She works with pedagogic experts to develop place-based, cross-
curricular E-learning programs via participatory design and interactive EduTech. Dr. Kong has an 
interdisciplinary academic background across urban planning and social studies. She received her Ph.D at 
Delft University of Technology and worked as deputy director of UNESCO WHITRAP (Shanghai), and as a 
visiting professor at Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg (BTU-Cottbus). Her 
expertise includes World Heritage nomination/management, sustainable tourism and heritage impact 
assessment. 
 
Johanna Leissner 
Johanna Leissner has worked in cultural heritage research in various EU and national projects for over 20 
years with a focus on climate change impact on cultural heritage, environmental pollution, environmental 
sensor development, and sustainability issues like Green Museums. She is the chair of the EU OMC group 
“Strengthening cultural heritage resilience for climate change” established in January 2021, and a member 
of the EU expert group “Cultural Heritage Forum” established in 2019. Currently, she is the coordinator of 
German research project KERES “Protecting cultural heritage from extreme climate events and increasing 
resilience”, and she has been affiliated with the work of the Council of Europe, UNESCO, the Fraunhofer-
Gesellschaft and the German Research Alliance. 
 
Tobias Matusch  
Tobias Matusch, Dr. is a project manager at hei_INNOVATION where he supports scientists of Heidelberg 
University in the area of knowledge transfer and networking. He focuses on the use of new technologies 
and innovation with a high societal impact. He is an expert in the use of geospatial technologies with a 
priority on world heritage, nature conservation and sustainability. He studied geography at the University 
of Greifwald, where he also completed his PhD in 2015. Afterwards, he worked as GIZ development advisor 
in Vietnam. From 2017 to 2021, he was managing director of the UNESCO Chair Heidelberg. 

 
Gerd Michelsen 
Professor Michelsen was holder of the UNESCO Chair in Higher Education for Sustainable Development at 
Leuphana University Lüneburg (Germany) from 2005 to 2021. He studied economics in Freiburg 
(Germany), has a doctoral degree in economics and the ‘venia legendi’ in adult education. From June 1995 
to October 2013 he was a professor for ecology, sustainability and environmental communication at 



5 
 

Leuphana University Lüneburg and from November 2013 he has been senior professor for sustainability 
science. He left the university definitively in September 2021. His fields of research and publications are in 
(higher) education for sustainable development, sustainability and environmental communication, 
sustainable consumption. 

 
Lutz Möller  
Dr Lutz Möller is Deputy Secretary-General of the German Commission for UNESCO since 2015; he also 
heads its Division for Education, Science and Culture. He holds a Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from Munich 
University (LMU) and has a study background in Physics and Philosophy (Munich, Oxford). At the German 
Commission for UNESCO, where he has worked since 2004, he guides the policy advice work, is responsible 
for the overarching cooperation with UNESCO, and with other National Commissions for UNESCO globally, 
and with the private sector. He has been involved in many decisive national and global processes relating 
to almost all UNESCO programmes and conventions. 

 
Falk Schmidt 
Falk Schmidt, Dr. studied philosophy, business and law at the Freie Universität Berlin and holds a PhD in 
political science on global water governance. He has been working in the science-policy interface for 
sustainability for more than 15 years. He is the head of the office of the German Science Platform 
Sustainability 2030, based at the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) in Potsdam. He was 
also the head of the cross-cutting IASS unit on "Transdisciplinarity, Theories and Methodology" and he 
served as academic officer of IASS Founding and Executive Director Professor Klaus Töpfer. Prior to that 
he worked for 5 years for the United Nations in Bonn Germany. 

 
Thomas Schmitt  
Thomas Schmitt is Human geographer and has been researching, among others, on the governance of the 
World Heritage system, on the transformation of urban and cultural Heritage landscapes, on cultural 
policies, on the UNESCO concept of intangible heritage, on energy transitions, and on interreligious 
conflicts. Since 2020 he has been professor for Cultural Heritage at Heidelberg University/Germany. 
 
Jutta Ströter-Bender 
Jutta Ströter-Bender is a former professor at the Institut für Kunst, Musik und Textil (Institute for Art, Music 
and Textiles) at the University of Paderborn. Her research interests include mythology and media culture, 
painting and cultural philosophy, cultural heritage, World Heritage education, art education, intercultural 
studies, questions of gender and colonial studies. Ströter-Bender publishes the E-Journal for World 
Heritage and arts education and is a consultant for educational strategies for World Heritage sites. In 2002 
she received a research prize from the University of Paderborn for her work in World Heritage education 
and in 2007 received another award from the Ministry of Education and Research. In 2017, she helped 
organize “Childhood in Danger” which highlighted the lack of representation of work created by children 
and adolescents within the Memory of the World register. 
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Michael Turner  
Michael Turner, Prof. is a practicing architect, and UNESCO Chairholder of Urban Design and Conservation 
Studies at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem with research encompassing social inclusion, 
urban sustainability, heritage, and design.  He is a special envoy at UNESCO, providing international 
assistance, applying the Historic Urban Landscape Recommendation and accompanying the Modern 
Heritage of Africa initiative. He is an active member of the UNHabitat UNIversity network, an advocate of 
the UNDRR Resilient Cities Programme, and is one of the founders of the global Ourworldheritage 
network. 

 
Carsten Wergin  
Carsten Wergin, Dr. phil. is an Associate Professor of Anthropology and Senior Fellow at the Heidelberg 
Centre for Transcultural Studies (HCTS), Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg. His research is focused on 
the intersections of heritage, culture and ecology. Among his publications are “Musical Performance and 
the Changing City” (Routledge 2013, with Fabian Holt), “Materialities of Tourism” (Special Issue of Tourist 
Studies 2014, with Stephen Muecke), and “The Call of the Trumpet Shell” (HeiBOOKS 2018, with Corinna 
Erckenbrecht), a monograph on German anatomist and explorer Hermann Klaatsch (1863–1916) and his 
work in the Kimberley region of Northwest Australia. 

 
Solmaz Yadollahi  
Solmaz Yadollahi is a conservation architect with a PhD in Heritage Studies focusing on urban heritage. She 
has researched processes of urban conservation policy-making and practice with a focus on Iran. She 
currently leads a DFG-funded project on  ‘Assembling Iran's Urban Heritage Conservation Policy and 
Practice: Problematised in Tehran.’ 


