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Summary of Presentations and Discussions 

The Think Tank on Climate Change served to discuss different conflicts as well as solutions that foster 

climate change resilience, mitigation and adaptation policies. It focused on the manifold impacts of 

climate change, such as the disruption of the social and environmental conditions, but also the effects 

on cultural diversity, traditional knowledge, and heritage in general. In particular tangible heritage sites 

are threatened by changing weather conditions through damages caused by sea level rise, flooding, 

temperature changes and soil erosion as well as glacier retreats and mass bleaching of coral reefs. The 

presentations were grouped around two themes, i.e. climate change and vulnerability, and climate 

change and adaptation, respectively; and they were followed by discussions in breakout rooms.  

Five presentations engaged with the subject of “vulnerability“. One presenter introduced the “climate 

vulnerability index”, a tool, which can be used to show how sites are affected by climate change as 

well as their adaptive capacity. Another speaker presented a global assessment on the conservation of 

natural World Heritage conducted by IUCN, which showed that climate change was the biggest threat 

to natural heritage, prompting the need for global solutions that link existing international 

mechanisms. As underlined by yet another speaker, adaptation must be based on the different values 

of a property and include not only the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) and material values, but also 

socio-economic and community values. While most speakers gave examples of protected sites, one 

presentation showed that the loss of habitat and biodiversity often occurs outside protected areas, 

calling for holistic conservation strategies that include unprotected areas. The need to involve 

communities crossed the discussions, but it was also the focus of one presentation, which showed how 

indigenous communities have a wide range of adaptation strategies to climate change, and proposed 

integrating traditional knowledge into management systems. 
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Other five presentations were concerned with the subject “adaptation” and they introduced varied 

cases and strategies.  One example, relating to World Heritage sites, addressed the need for systemic 

responses, since climate change was a systemic risk. It also has non-linear impacts, making it necessary 

to foster resilience and link with the Agenda 2030. The need to manage change was emphasized also 

by another speaker, who analyzed conflicts between climate action and World Heritage policy and 

argued that managing change was necessary in order to address the rapid and extreme alterations on 

heritage sites. Alterations are evident everywhere, including in historic gardens, as discussed by 

another speaker, for whom the solution lied in strengthening the responsibility for garden culture. Two 

further presentations related to the impacts of tourism on sites already affected by climate change. In 

one example, the speaker emphasized that while monitoring is necessary, some of the sites became 

increasingly difficult to access, and reflected upon the need to balance the necessary physical 

interventions with the conservation of the OUV. In the other example, the speakers proposed a 

management strategy, which integrates the community as well as sustainable tourism and climate 

change.  


