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Summary of Presentations and Discussions 

The Think Tank on War and Terrorism reflected upon the intersection between heritage protection 

and cultural property protection. The latter is often connected to military measures in the form of 

doctrines and directives but education and capacity-building play a very important role in protecting 

cultural property, as the activities of the Blue Shield or UNESCO’s engagement in this field illustrate. 

The most representative are the 1954 Hague Convention with its First and Second Protocols, although 

the Second Protocol practically entered into force with the war in Iraq in 2004. Parallel to recent 

developments in international law is scientific research in cultural heritage protection, which has been 

growing in different academic disciplines. However, the presenters noted that there has been hardly 

any crossover between the disciplines so far, which turns the Think Tank into a pioneering endeavor.  

In this Think Tank a diversity of case studies were presented – Syria, Mali, Lebanon, Kosovo, Iraq, 

Azerbaijan, Turkey – but two keywords emerged, i.e. community involvement and legal measures, 

respectively. The link between heritage and communities emerged as one key subject during several 

presentations. As illustrated by one speaker, it happens that international interventions in postwar 

recovery, although well intentioned, are sometimes distanced from the real needs of the communities 

living in conflict areas, for whom the destruction has become part of memory and identity. These 

communities must be integrated in post-war recovery measures. Two other presenters emphasized 

the role, which communities or the civil society can play in heritage protection. Communities have an 

intrinsic motivation to protect their own heritage, and they are able to react fast and on the ground, 

in case conflicts erupt. Apart from these, heritage itself can play a role in post-war recovery, as 

emphasized in two other presentations, which discussed the interlinkages with the World Heritage 

status.  
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The second key subject, which emerged from the presentations referred to the need for, and potential 

of, legal measures. One presenter gave a chronological overview of cultural heritage protection, 

focusing on the Roerich Pact (1935) as the first-ever international treaty on cultural heritage, able to 

priorities the protection of cultural property over military necessity. Legal measures to protect 

heritage, in particular the heritage of minorities, appeared as a necessary measure, according to 

several other presenters. They gave illustrative examples of cases, where people are denied access to 

their own heritage, which often go along with systemic violence. In light of this, minority laws and 

heritage protection laws must go hand in hand. Education, too, in particular inclusive religious 

education assumes a very important role either as a form of minority right, as emphasized by one 

presenter; or as means to clarifying the meaning of religious texts, which, according to another 

presenter, have been misinterpreted and misused by terrorists to justify heritage destruction.  


