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List of CV summaries for 50 Years World Heritage Convention conference November 

2022 

Khrystyna Ahner received an undergraduate degree in Marketing and continued with her master’s in World 

Heritage Studies at the BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg. During her studies I have completed three internships – at the 

Stadtmarketing Quedlinburg, at the Edinburgh World Heritage Centre and at Welterbekoordination Regensburg. 

The scope of her tasks there included predominantly scientific research, organization of international events and 

PR work. After completion of her master’s degree, she served on the IAWHP e.V. board as a treasurer for five 

years (2012-2017). During this time, the board approved for the DAAD funding for two international alumni 

conferences: “The Right to (World) Heritage” in 2014 and “World Heritage: Theory, Policy and Practice” in 2017. 

She was actively involved in organization and coordination of these events. Her professional experience included 

such areas as PR and Communication (“Smart Capital Region 2.0” and ePHANT, BTU), academic coordination 

(“Power Engineering” MSc, BTU) and Quality Assurance (“Rocket Internet”, Berlin). 

Marie-Theres Albert is a retired professor and former Chairholder of the Chair Intercultural Studies and the 

UNESCO Chair in Heritage Studies at the Brandenburg Technical University Cottbus-Senftenberg where she co-

initiated and presided the “World Heritage Studies Master Program” (1999-2010) and founded the PhD Program 

Heritage Studies (2010). In 2014, she founded the Institute Heritage Studies (IHS) at the International Academy 

Berlin (INA) gGmbH. In the context of the IHS, she developed a new paradigmatic approach to heritage studies 

together with her former students. It interprets our heritage in the interest of human development. Since then, 

she has successfully implemented it in many international projects. 

Roland Bernecker is Visiting Professor for the Chair of Cultural Management at Brandenburg University of 

Technology. He was Secretary-General of the German Commission for UNESCO (2004-2019). He took part in the 

negotiations of the legal instruments of UNESCO for the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003) and the Diversity of 

Cultural Expressions (2005) and was Member of the Panel for the European Heritage Label (2013-2017). From 

2002 to 2004 he worked in the German Federal Foreign Office in Berlin. Previously, he was Director of the 

French-German Cultural Institute in Nantes, France, and Lecturer at the University of Nantes. 

Christina Cameron held the Canada Research Chair in Built Heritage at the University of Montreal from 2005 to 
2019 where she directed a research program on heritage conservation. She previously served as a heritage 
executive with Parks Canada for more than thirty-five years. She has worked with the World Heritage 
Convention since 1987, chairing the Committee in 1990 and 2008 and co-authoring Many Voices, One Vision: 
The Early Years of the World Heritage Convention (2013). She is a founding member of OurWorldHeritage. 
 
Mikhael De Thyse studied the history of architecture and urban planning at the Catholic University of Louvain 
(Belgium) and specialized at the Raymond Lemaire International Center for Conservation (RLICC – KUL, Leuven). 
After creating a heritage consultancy company in Brussels, he joined the Council of Europe (Strasbourg, France) 
where he spent most of his career. For 24 years, he developed and directed the technical cooperation program 
aimed at implementing the main international treaties on the preservation and enhancement of cultural 
heritage. Thanks to the numerous projects carried out in the 47 European states, he has contributed to the 
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emergence of an original heritage approach to the development of cities and territories. He has also acquired 
essential operational skills to develop and implement innovative urban management and rehabilitation 
strategies and to propose complex financial and interdisciplinary arrangements. 
 

Constanze Fuhrmann , MA, MSc, heads the Unit “Environment and Cultural Heritage” at the German Federal 

Environmental Foundation (DBU) where she promotes innovative projects on topics such as climate change and 

sustainability in the field of cultural heritage. Prior to this she worked in different heritage-related roles, e.g. at 

the Fraunhofer Institute for Computer Graphics Research IGD (Competence Center for Cultural Heritage 

Digitization) and the Fraunhofer Office in Brussels. She is trained as a conservator and has a M.A. in Art History, 

Cultural Studies and History from Technical University and Humboldt-University Berlin as well as a MSc. in 

Sustainable Heritage from University College London. 

Maritta Koch-Weser is an anthropologist, environmentalist, and social entrepreneur. She has spent her 

professional life in international development, including in managerial positions at the World Bank in 

Washington, D.C., for some 20 years, and subsequently as Director-General of IUCN – the World Conservation 

Union. She is Founder and President of Earth3000, a non-profit organization that supports strategic innovations 

in governance for environment and development, and she coordinates the « Amazonia em Transformação » 

program at the Institute for Advanced Studies at Sao Paulo University, Brazil. In 2015 she co-founded and 

became President of World Heritage Watch – an international civil society network for the protection of 

UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Ping Kong the founder of Heritage & Education gGmbH, devoted to synergetic development of World Heritage 

and Education for youth via cross-curricular research, design and interactive EduTech. She studied urban 

planning and completed her Ph.D at Delft University of Technology with a focus on social quality and living 

heritage. She worked as deputy director of UNESCO WHITRAP (Shanghai), and as a visiting professor at 

Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg. She serves as advisors in both cultural and 

educational institutions at national and international levels. Her expertise includes World Heritage 

nomination/management, sustainable tourism and heritage impact assessment. 

Elisabeth Korinth is the Vice President of Blue Shield Germany and curator of the Interactive Heritage Map of 

Syria, a virtual community project affiliated to the Museum for Islamic Art and the Syrian Heritage Archive in 

Berlin, that focuses on the development of participatory approaches and digital tools for the documentation of 

intangible heritage under threat. Elisabeth Korinth studied Near and Middle Eastern Studies with a focus on 

Assyriology and Arabic Studies (BA) and holds a Master’s degree in World Heritage Studies. 

Adam Markham is Deputy Director of the Climate & Energy Program at the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. In 2014 he co-authored the UCS report National Landmarks at Risk, detailing 

climate impacts on US historic and archaeological sites and in 2016 he was the lead author for the 

UNESCO/UNEP/UCS report, World Heritage and Tourism in a Changing Climate. He also contributed to the 

recent ICOMOS report – “The Future of Our Pasts” and was a co-organizer of a Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI) 

assessment for the Heart of Neolithic Orkney World Heritage Site. 

Anca Claudia Prodan, Ph.D., is a research consultant at the Institute Heritage Studies, Berlin and guest lecturer 

at the Latvian Academy of Culture, Riga, where she helped establish a master’s programme in Cultural Heritage 

Governance and Communication. She holds degrees in Philosophy-Anthropology and (World) Heritage Studies, 

and she initiated academic research on the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme. She is corresponding 

member of the Sub-Committee on Education and Research of the MoW Programme; a member of the Editorial 

https://www.ucsusa.org/global_warming/science_and_impacts/impacts/national-landmarks-at-risk-from-climate-change.html#.XG3aTi2ZPBI
http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/883/
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Advisory Board of the Heritage Studies Series; the Association of Critical Heritage Studies; and the International 

Association of World Heritage Professionals. 

Birgitta Ringbeck graduated in History of Art, Archaeology and Ethnology in Münster, Rom und Bonn. She is 

Head of the World Heritage coordinating body in the Federal Foreign Office of Germany. She is also the cultural 

expert in the German Delegation to UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee; a member of the World Heritage 

Committee; the Council of ICCROM; German Commission for UNESCO; German World Heritage Foundation, 

ICOMOS; ICOM. She lectures on World Heritage and World Heritage Management and has published on 

architecture history, monument conservation and the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. 

Mechtild Rössler has a degree (Staatsexamen) in cultural geography and literature from Freiburg University 

(Germany) in 1984 and a Ph.D. from the Faculty for Earth Sciences, University of Hamburg (Germany) in 1988.  

She joined the Centre national de la recherche scientifique (CNRS) at the Research Centre of the Museum “Cité 

des Sciences et de L’Industrie” (Paris, France) in 1989 and worked in 1990/91 as a visiting scholar on geography, 

area research and spatial planning at the University of California at Berkeley, USA, in the Department of 

Geography. In 1991, she started working at UNESCO (Paris) in the Division for Ecological Sciences and 

transferred in 1992 to the newly created UNESCO World Heritage Centre. She held different positions including 

as Programme Specialist for Natural Heritage and Cultural Landscapes (1993-2001), Chief of Europe and North 

America (2001-2010), Chief of the Policy and Statutory Meeting Section (2010-2013), Deputy Director (2013-

2015), Director of the Division for Heritage (2015-2018) and Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

(2015-2021). 

Friedrich Schipper is an archaeologist and deals amongst others with the cultural history of the Near East, 

cultural property protection, illicit trafficking in cultural property, and civil–military cooperation. He is the 

chairperson of the Competence Centre for Cultural Property Protection at the University of Vienna. He is serving 

as cultural property protection expert officer at the Austrian Peacekeeper Association as wells as at the 

Theresian Military Academy of the Austrian Armed Forces. Schipper is CEO of the Austrian National Committee 

of the Blue Shield, the UNESCO-affiliated NGO network for the protection of cultural property in the event of 

armed conflict. 

Sabine Baroness von Schorlemer, Prof. Dr. Dr. holds the Chair of International Law, Law of the EU and 

International Relations and the UNESCO Chair in International Relations, at Technische Universität Dresden. She 

is an elected member of the German Commission of UNESCO and served, inter alia, as State Minister for Higher 

Education, Research and the Fine Arts and as an Independent Expert for the UNESCO Director-General. She has 

published widely on various UN topics, including cultural heritage, terrorism and security issues. 

Peter Stone is UNESCO Chair in Cultural Property Protection & Peace at Newcastle University (UK) and is 

President of the Blue Shield. He has been working with the military and humanitarian sectors since 2003 for the 

protection of cultural property in conflict. He has written extensively on this topic including co-editing with 

Joanne Farchakh Bajjaly, The Destruction of Cultural Heritage in Iraq and editing Cultural Heritage, Ethics and the 

Military. His article ‘The 4 Tier approach’ published in The British Army Review was the stimulus for the 

establishment of the new Cultural Property Protection Unit in UK forces. 


